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ovember 18, 2010

 

 

Dear Friends,

 

 

I am writing to you today to ask you to join me in supporting 

Ventura County AIDS Partnership (

VCAP).  VCAP is a valued 

co

m

munity effort that has succeed over the past 15 year in    

addressing the AIDS epidemic locally: a

d

dressing misinformation; 

supporting services for people living with HIV; and funding     

prevention education for young people a

nd others at risk.

 

 

I was diagnosed with AIDS on August 5, 2002 after three years 

of hopelessly searching for a reason for my ai

lments. I had     

severe joint pain, diarrhea, headaches, fever, and then shingles. 

I went from doctor to doctor and was told visit after visit, there 

was nothing wrong with me. I appa

r

ently did not fit the “profile” 

of what people thought HIV/AIDS should look like. I was a 46 

year old single woman raising two t

eens on my own, working as a bookkeeper and human resource 

ma

n

ager. When one doctor put the puzzle pieces together I was given an HIV test. Eight days later I 

was told I had AIDS. Telling my

 children was devastating. My son was 18 and daughter 15 and I was 

the only active parent in their lives.  

 

 

While living with A

IDS brings many challenges, I am thankful for the many blessings in my life

-

 my son 

and daughter who are successful, happy adult

s, family, friends, and a deep passion for service. I       

volunteer with Positively Speaking in Ventura County. I share my per

sonal story in schools and colleges 

to instill compassion, break myths and educate. Each time I share my life story indescribabl

e healing 

takes place and I know I am helping others. VCAP funds Positively Speaking and many other programs 

in Ventura County t

hat without your support would not exist.

 

 

Earlier this year, a group of HIV community advocates and I approached VCAP. We recog

nized that 

VCAP could provide an avenue to create greater support in our county for people living with AIDS. From 

personal exper

ience, we know how crucial having role models 

-

 people living well with their HIV        

di

s

ease 

-

 is for those newly infected. I am proud to share that I am leading a new effort at VCAP to    

create programs to support 

the HIV community.

 

 

While I realize we are living in tough economic times, I am asking you today to support the AIDS     

Par

t

nership with a $100 contribution, though we welcome all contributions. Your $100 will allow us to 

ensure that outreach programs 

will exist in 2011. We have set a goal of raising $10,000 by the end of 

2010. These funds will be eligible to be matched with $1

 for every $2 by National AIDS fund             

dr

a

matically increasing your support for local AIDS programs.

 

 

I am committed to continue our important work, to ensure people livi

ng with AIDS don’t fall through the 

cracks, to prevent new infections until we find a cure one day. Please join me.

 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

Lin Daniel

 

Community Advocate

 


